5-7 February
Wednesday 5                                           THE ARCHDUKE OTTO
There is much excitement in mid-Europe because the Arch-
duke Otto, travelling incognito, has come to Paris from Bel-
gium. His arrival has wrecked a meeting intended between
Prince Starhemberg, the Austrian Vice-Chancellor, and Prince
Paul, the Senior Regent of Yugoslavia.
THE GERMAN TRANSLATION OF SHAKESPEARE
There has been considerable controversy of recent years in
Germany over the translation of Shakespeare used in the
theatres. Before the war the translation by Schlegel and Tieck,
made early in the nineteenth century, was in use, but since
then that of Herr Hans Rothe has become popular, although
some criticised it severely for undue colloquialism. Dr. Goeb-
bels, the Minister of National Enlightenment and Propaganda,
has now started an inquiry intended to settle the dispute.
Thursday 6                        GAMBLING DISCOURAGED IN PEKING
To discourage gambling, hundreds of gamblers were made
to parade the streets of Peking in the snow. Five have been shot.
A NEW BOOK ON SHAKESPEARE
Mr. Middleton Murry's Shakespeare, which has been long
announced, has now been published.
Friday 7                               THE LAW OF CORONERS' INQUESTS
A committee set up last year to inquire into the law and
practice relating to coroners recommend reforms. In particular
they urge that the verdict in cases of suicide should be simply
that the deceased died by his own hand. No inquiry into the
state of mind of the deceased should be made in cases of
suicide, except when it may throw light on the question of
whether he took his life. The coroner should no longer have
the power to commit any person for trial on a charge of murder,
manslaughter, or infanticide. In any case in which questions
of criminality are involved, the laws of evidence should be
observed; and where a person is suspected of causing the death
he should not be called and put on oath unless he so desires,
and he should not be cross-examined.
The committee condemn certain recent cases by name where
the coroner's inquest took the form of a trial. They recommend
that a higher class of jury should be chosen, for at present
most unsuitable persons are often chosen for the jury; and in